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tion efforts, the committee considers the FAO to be an appropriate
institution for these efforts. However, FAO should call on the exper-
tise of other national and international institutions to achieve its goals.
In conclusion, a broad base of genetic diversity in domestic ani-
mal species must be maintained to provide flexibility to improve livestock
for today's production conditions and to meet unforeseen future pro-
duction requirements. Technological advances in identifying and propa-
gating superior types may allow for substantial losses in genetic di-
versity. These situations suggest that designers of livestock improvement
programs must begin conscientiously to consider their potential im-
pact on genetic diversity.